CAPTAIN  ROBERT  GRAY’S  FIRST  VISIT  TO  OREGON 

By  T.  C.  Elliott 

The  statement  is  made  now  and  then,  at  post-prandial, 
civic  and  even  educational  occasions,  that  had  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  landed  on  the  coast  of  Oregon  or  Puget’s  Sound 
instead  of  in  Massachusetts  the  New  England  States  would 
have  been  the  outposts  of  civilization  and  never  would  have 
equaled  the  progress  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  in  commerce 
and  culture.  This  grandiloquence  is  usually  coupled  with 
Mrs.  Heman’s  beautiful  verse : 

The  breaking  waves  dashed  high 
On  a  stern  and  rock-bound  coast, 

And  the  woods  against  a  stormy  sky 
Their  giant  branches  tossed. 

The  document  here  presented  describes  the  coast  the 
Pilgrims  would  have  found  in  this  part  of  North  America, 
and  the  word-picture  is  that  of  a  Yankee  sailor  from  Boston, 
writing  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  the 
landing  at  Plymouth. 

In  the  story  of  discovery  and  exploration  the  name 
always  mentioned  in  Oregon  is  that  of  Captain  Robert 
Gray,  who  guided  the  destinies  of  the  vessel  which  first 
sailed  into  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River  and  into  Gray’s 
Harbor  in  1792.  Comparatively  little  attention  however 
has  been  directed  to  events  of  four  years  previous — 1788 — 
when  this  same  Captain  Gray  anchored  his  vessel  in  one 
of  the  harbors  of  Oregon. 

The  writer  of  these  introductory  notes  has  previously 
remarked  that  commerce,  not  religion,  first  brought  the 
American  flag  to  the  Pacific  Northwest.  The  fur  of  the 
sea  otter,  first  item  of  commerce  in  Oregon,  was  the  magnet. 
On  that  first  voyage  of  American  fur  traders  to  the  North¬ 
west  coast  of  America  Captain  Gray  commanded  the  sloop 
Washington,  consort  of  the  Columbia,  a  small  vessel  carry¬ 
ing  a  crew  of  less  than  a  dozen  officers  and  men.  One  of  his 
officers,  Robert  Haswell,  kept  a  journal,  which  has  already 
been  published  in  the  first  volume  of  H.  H.  Bancroft’s 
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History  of  the  Northwest  Coast,  but  not  literally.  The  text 
there  printed  was  abbreviated,  and  some  interesting  details 
were  omitted.  The  entire  text  will  now  be  open  to  study 
and  interpretation,  and  available  to  the  educational  program 
of  the  state.  Such  use  will  be  greatly  aided  by  reference  to 
pages  51-58  of  Oregon  Geographic  Names,  recently  pub¬ 
lished  by  L.  A.  McArthur  of  the  Oregon  Historical  Society. 
Reference  is  also  directed  to  the  journal  of  John  Boit  (Ore¬ 
gon  Historical  Quarterly,  Vol.  22),  of  the  ship  Columbia 
while  on  the  Oregon  coast  in  the  spring  of  1792.  And  it  is 
the  purpose  to  follow  this  with  the  publication  of  a  journal 
of  Capt.  Bishop  of  the  ship  Ruby,  from  Bristol,  England, 
along  the  same  coast  in  the  early  spring  of  1795. 

Another  motive  for  more  popular  access  to  this  journal 
is  the  early  completion  of  the  Roosevelt  Highway,  which 
follows  the  coast  line  from  California  to  the  Columbia  River, 
and  is  already  described  as  one  of  the  most  scenic  routes 
of  travel  in  the  entire  United  States.  The  opening  of  this 
highway  should  awaken  an  interest  in  the  history  of  the 
communities  along  the  coast. 

The  text  herewith  produced  is  an  authenticated  copy  of 
the  manuscript  in  the  Bancroft  Library  at  Berkeley,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  which  is  described  as  a  fair  copy  of  the  original. 
Where  Mr.  Bancroft  obtained  access  to  the  original  is  not 
disclosed  in  his  history.  The  entire  journal  is  not  reprinted 
herewith;  only  that  part,  following  the  colorful  page  of 
introduction,  which  covers  the  voyage  from  the  coast  of 
California  to  the  joining  of  the  ship  Columbia  with  the  sloop 
Washington  at  Nootka.  It  is  a  genuine  source  of  the  history 
of  Oregon,  and  valuable  in  its  suggestion  and  incentive  for 
further  study. 

The  annotations  to  the  text  are  to  be  regarded  as  sug¬ 
gestive  only,  because  written  at  long  range.  A  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  headlands,  bays  and  harbors  of  the 
coast  is  necessary  to  enable  the  student  or  reader  to  locate 
with  accuracy  the  daily  position  of  the  vessel.  Observations 
taken  by  Mr.  Haswell  are  reasonably  accurate  as  to  latitude 
but  those  for  longitude  must  be  disregarded  as  too  far  east ; 
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an  error  common  to  other  navigators  also.  These  observa¬ 
tions  were  usually  taken  at  noon  each  day  and  the  position 
at  other  hours  must  be  estimated.  Slow  or  rapid  progress, 
and  failure  to  mention  some  of  the  real  landmarks  and  har¬ 
bors,  must  be  explained  by  head  winds,  thick  weather,  the 
strong  currents  from  the  north,  and  fair  winds  at  night. 

Residents  of  Tillamook  County  will  find  especial  interest 
in  the  most  active  scene  of  the  story,  for  it  is  reasonably 
certain  that  this  journal  records  the  first  tread  of  the  feet  of 
white  men  on  the  shore  of  Oregon.  Such  statement  must 
be  taken  with  reservations,  for  Spanish  navigators  had 
sailed  along  this  coast  years  before  1788  and  a  record  may 
yet  be  found  of  their  presence.  The  attitude  of  the  natives 
along  the  coast,  as  described  by  Haswell,  suggests  some  pre¬ 
vious  contact  with  whites.  It  is  very  generally  agreed  that 
Sir  Francis  Drake  did  not  land  as  far  north  as  Oregon. 

Captain  Gray  had  no  charts  of  the  coast  and  was  sailing 
boldly  into  unknown  waters.  The  term  boldly  is  used  by 
way  of  contrast  with  the  caution  of  Captain  George  Van¬ 
couver,  when  along  the  coast  four  years  later.  Every  navi¬ 
gator  is  justified  in  being  very  careful  of  his  vessel  in  un¬ 
charted  waters,  but  this  habit  of  boldness  brought  fame  to 
Captain  Gray.  His  ignorance  of  the  coast  is  indicated  by 
the  placing  of  Cape  Mendocino  in  Oregon  where  Cape 
Blanco  actually  is.  This  is  the  only  cape  named  in  the  jour¬ 
nal.  What  information  he  had  was  drawn  from  the  reports 
and  observations  of  Captain  James  Cook.  The  first  landfall 
of  Cook  on  the  Pacific  Coast  was  at  this  same  Cape  Blanco 
in  March,  1778,  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.  This  then 
is  an  anniversary  year  in  Oregon  history,  and  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  this  Haswell  journal,  appropriate  on  that  account. 


HASWELL’S  LOG  OF  A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD 
ON  THE  SHIP  COLUMBIA  REDIVIVA  AND 
THE  SLOOP  WASHINGTON 

Early  in  the  fitting  of  the  Columbia  for  a 
Voyage  round  the  World,  I  was  employed  as  1787 
Thurd  Officer;  Great  expedition  was  used  to  Sepr. 
forward  our  departure  and  on  the 

the  Ship  was  hauled  off  from  the  wharf  and  anchored  in  the 
Harbour;  here  numberless  articles  of  her  provisions  stors 
&c  were  received  onboard  and  on  the  the  Pilot  came 

onboard  and  we  were  removed  down  to  the  Castle  roads 
where  we  anchored  with  the  small  bower  and  mored  with 
the  Strum  anchor. 

Friday  the  the  Sloop  Washington  Captain 

Robt  Gray,  who  is  to  be  our  consert,  anchored  in  the  Roads. 

Saturday  ye  I  took  my  Baggage  onboard  and 

in  the  afternoon  Mr.  Jo.  Ingraham  the  second  Mate  came  on¬ 
board  with  his  bagage  &c  for  the  first  time,  till  late  in  the 
evening  all  hands  were  employed  clearing  the  deacks  which 
were  much  lumbered,  and  getting  in  readiness  for  sea. 

On  Sunday  morning  being  the  day  we  were  to  sail  we 
were  thronged  with  the  friends  of  allmost  all  our  people  and 
about  Noon  Capt  Kendrick,  Lieut’t  Howe  his  clerk  Mr.  Trut 
the  furier  Mr.  Roberts  our  Serjon  &  Mr.  Nutting  the  Astron- 
imer  came  on  board  with  the  pilot  accompanyed  by  a  great 
number  of  the  Merchints,  Gentlemen  and  others  of  Boston. 

The  Ship  was  got  under  way  and  pro-proceeded  down 
as  far  as  Nantaskit  roads  where  we  anchored  it  being  near¬ 
ly  calm  in  Company  with  the  Washington. 

The  evening  was  spent  in  murth  and  glee  the  highest 
flow  of  spirits  animating  the  whole  Company  Jovial  songs 
and  animating  sentiments  passed  the  last  evening  we  spent 
on  that  side  of  the  Continent,  our  friends  parted  not  with 
us  until  late  in  the  evening,  nor  then  without  the  most  ten¬ 
der  expressions  of  Friendship  and  there  wishes  for  our 
prosperity  resounded  from  every  tongue. 
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Early  on  Monday  morning  we  weighed  17g7 
and  came  to  sail  and  by  sunrise  were  out  of  octr 
the  Harbour. 

*  *  *  * 

The  first  of  august  we  had  strong  brezes 
and  blustering  weather  this  day  the  water  was  August 
coloured  of  a  greenish  hue  and  we  passed  a  1788 
great  deel  of  kelp  of  a  remarkable  size  the 
Clouds  had  a  strong  appearance  of  our  high  aproach  to  the 
American  Continent  this  day  I  observed  in  Latitude  41:16 
N  and  in  Longitude  West. 

On  the  second  at  10  A  M  to  our  inexpress- 
able  joy  we  saw  the  Coast  of  New  Albion  sat’y 

rainging  from  N  N  E  to  S  S  E  dis’t  about  7  2nd 

leagues,  we  tried  for  soundings  in  a  hundred 
fathoms  without  finding  bottom  we  sett  a  pressing  sail  in 
With  the  Land  I  observed  in  Latt  41 :28  N  Sunday  the  3  we 
struck  soundings  in  50  fathom  water  over  a  bottom  of  fine 
black  sand  at  this  time  we  were  6  leagues  distant  from  the 
Continent  at  meridian  I  observed  in  Latt’d  41°38'  N  and 
Longitude  121°29'  W.1 

On  Monday  the  4th  we  had  fresh  brezes  &  pleasant 
caruing  a  press  of  sail  in  with  the  land  at  5  P  M  the  breze 
grew  light  and  weather  foggy  we  sounded  in  45  fm  water 
over  a  bottom  of  black  mud  wore  ship  and  stood  to  the 
westward  dewering  [during]  the  first  part  of  ye  night  with 
a  light  breze  at  2  A  M  tacked  and  stood  to  the  Eastward 
with  a  fresh  breze  at  8  A  M  in  15  fm  water  distant  from  the 
shore  about  2  miles  and  a  half  it  died  away  calm  we  were  at 
this  time  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  a  ledge  of  rocks  in 
shore  of  us  we  were  neceseated  to  Anchor  but  it  was  scarse 
to  the  ground  when  it  began  to  blow  a  stiff  Breze  at  North 
veared  away  Vz  a  Cable  and  it  ridd  her  at  this  time  we  dis¬ 
covered  a  canoe  with  ten  natives  of  the  countrey  paddling 
towards  us  on  there  nigh  aproach  they  made  very  expressive 
seigns  of  friendship. 


1Arrival  off  California  about  sixty  miles  north  of  Cape  Mendocino, 
which  lies  at  about  40° 30'  north. 
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These  were  the  first  inhabitance  we  had  seen  here  I 
must  add  that  a  regular  account  of  People  manners  &c  cus¬ 
toms  &c  of  this  vast  coast  is  a  task  equell  to  the  skill  of  an 
able  Historian  and  what  I  am  totaly  inadequate  to  however 
as  there  are  some  few  remarkable  occurences  I  mention  them 
without  rule  or  form. 

These  people  were  in  a  canoe  of  a  most  singular  shape 
it  was  hued  from  a  tree  of  vast  bulk  it  was  very  wide  and 
caried  its  bridth  nearly  equell  fore  &  aft  its  head  and  stern 
were  but  little  different  boath  ending  abruptly  as  flat  as  a 
board  they  rose  some  inches  above  the  side  of  the  boat  in  an 
arch  which  was  neatly  worked  over  with  straw  of  various 
coulers  the  boat  tho’  of  the  most  clumsey  shape  in  the  world 
yet  so  well  was  it  finished  that  it  looked  very  pasable  there 
paddles  were  very  rough  wrought  of  ash  wood, 
they  were  cloathed  chiefly  in  deerskins  and  Monday 
they  were  ornemented  with  beads  of  European  4 
manufactor. 

I  am  apt  to  think  they  have  sometimes  intercorse  with 
the  Spaniards  at  Monteray  which  is  but  three  or  four 
degrees  to  the  Southward  of  them  they  smoak  tobacco  out 
of  a  small  wooden  tube  about  the  size  of  a  Childs  wistle  they 
had  some  sweet  sented  Herbs — the  countrey  from  whence 
these  people  came  to  me  appeared  the  most  pleasant  I  had 
ever  seen  the  men  in  the  Boat  appeared  to  be  well  limed 
[limbed]  people  about  the  middle  size  there  [their]  bodies 
were  punctuated  in  maney  forms  in  all  parts. 

Capt.  Gray  made  them  several  preasants  but  our  atten¬ 
tion  was  called  another  way  the  wind  by  this  time  b[l]ew  a 
gale,  we  hove  up  and  stood  off  shore  upon  a  wind  to  the 
westward. 

The  5th  was  accompaneyed  with  no  re¬ 
markable  occurence  we  coasted  the  shore  Tuesd’y 

along  but  saw  no  place  where  there  was  shelter  5th 
even  for  a  boat  this  Countrey  must  be  thickly 
inhabited  by  the  many  fiers  we  saw  in  the  night  and  culloms 
of  smoak  we  would  see  in  the  day  time  but  I  think  they  can 
derive  but  little  of  there  subsistance  from  the  sea  but  to 
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compenciate  for  this  the  land  was  beautyfully  diversified 
with  forists  and  green  verdent  launs  which  must  give  shel¬ 
ter  and  forage  to  vast  numbers  of  wild  beasts  most  probable 
most  of  the  natives  on  this  part  of  the  Coast  live  on  hunting 
for  they  most  of  them  live  in  land  this  is  not  the  case  to  the 
Northward  for  the  face  of  the  Countrey  is  widly  different. 
I  was  in  Lat’d  42°3'  N  the  Variation  13°50'  E’t.2 

On  the  6  favourable  brezes  and  pleasant  in 
ye  morning  about  8  oclock  we  were  abrest  a  Wednesday 
cove  where  tolerable  good  shelter  from  a  6th 
northwardly  wind  may  be  had  it  is  formed  by 
a  small  bay  to  the  Northward  and  a  little  Island  to  the 
Southward  here  wood  and  water  may  be  procured  but  what 
sort  of  anchorage  remains  unknown  the  people  were  very 
ancious  to  come  onboard  they  paddled  after  us  an  amazing 
distance  with  great  alarcity  waving  somthing  I  supose 
skins  but  we  had  at  this  time  a  good  wind  and  pleas’t  wea¬ 
ther  and  it  was  judged  best  to  seek  a  harbour  while  they 
continued  we  ran  along  shore  with  a  Cloud  of  sail  passing 
within  a  Quarter  of  a  mile  of  a  Bould  sanday  shore  in  5  and 
6  fm  water  above  the  beach  appeared  a  delightfull  countrey 
thickly  inhabited  and  Cloathed  with  woods  and  verdure  with 
maney  charming  streems  of  water  gushing  from  the  vallies 
most  of  the  inhabitance  as  we  passed  there  [their]  scatered 
houses  fled  into  the  woods  while  others  ran  along  shore  with 
great  swiftness  keeping  abrest  of  us  maney  miles  Cape  Men- 
docin3  bore  North  distant  about  5  leagues  we  now  ran  for 
a  place  that  looked  like  an  inlett  this  place  was 
in  a  large  deep  bay  to  the  Southward  and  East-  Thursday 
ward  of  Cape  Mendocin  having  ran  in  within  7th 
about  a  Mile  of  a  small  Island  we  hove  the 
Jolley  Boat  out  and  sent  her  to  sound  the  Channel  between 
the  Island  and  Main  and  explore  the  Harbour  if  aney  she 
soon  made  a  signal  that  there  was  plenty  of  water  within  the 
Island  we  then  followed  her  but  soon  discovered  what  we 


2Now  off  the  Oregon  Coast. 

3Cape  Blanco,  42° 50',  the  most  westerly  point  in  Oregon,  most  likely 
to  have  been  Haswell’s  Mendocino.  Boit  made  the  same  error  four 
years  later. 
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supposed  to  be  an  inlett  to  be  no  other  than  two  hills  sep¬ 
arated  by  a  deep  valey,  we  wore  ship  within  1/2  a  Mile  of  the 
Land  and  found  no  bottom  with  a  long  scope  of  line  we  now 
took  the  boat  in  and  stood  out  on  the  other  side  the  Island 
which  could  be  compared  to  nothing  else  but  a  hive  with 
the  beeas  sworming  the  birds  were  so  numerous,  they  were 
of  maney  speces  but  most  of  them  Pelicons  at  4  P  M  foggy 
at  6  Cape  Mendocin  bore  N  N  E’t  distant  about  6  or  7 
Leagues  a  long  and  very  dangerous  Reef  of  Rocks  ran  out  6 
Leagues  westward  of  this  promontory  we  stood  of  a  proper 
distance  to  give  this  Ledge  a  proper  Berth,  and  then  stood 
in  to  the  North  for  the  Land  obs’d  in  Latitude  43°20'N.4 

There  is  a  very  deep  Bay  to  the  Northward  of  the  Cape 
in  which  probably  there  may  be  some  deep  sound  and  rivers 
but  in  the  night  we  were  imperceptabley  drifted  by  a  cur¬ 
rent  from  the  Eastward  far  from  the  Shore  this  prevented 
us  from  exploring  this  part  of  the  Coast  a  knoledge  of  this 
Situation  might  be  esential  for  if  there  should  bee  a  harbour 
here  no  doubt  there  would  be  great  numbers  of  sea  otter 
skins  its  situation  is  by  no  meens  too  far  to  the  Southward 
for  these  animuls  to  exist  in  abundance  of  the  Spanish  mis- 
ionares  send  anualy  several  thousand  skins  that  are  collect¬ 
ed  on  the  Coast  of  California  to  China  by  the  way  of  Man¬ 
illa. 

About  ten  or  eleven  Leagues  to  the  Northward  of  ye 
Cape  we  hoisted  our  boat  out  to  more  minutely  examin  the 
Coast  while  we  sailed  in  the  Sloop  within  a  mile  of  the  shore 
at  I/2  past  12  the  9th  we  passed  a  bared  inlett  where  tho’ 
there  appeared  not  to  be  suffisent  water  for  our  vessell  yett 
I  am  of  opinion  it  is  the  enterence  of  a  very  large  river 
where  great  commersial  advantages  might  be  reeped  in  a 
small  vessell  about  18  or  20  Tuns  this  harbour  is  in  Lat’d 
44°20'5  No  and  Lon’d  122°0'W  from  Greenwich.  The  long 
boat  in  the  evening  returned  alongside  they  had  seen  noth- 


4This  observation  taken  one-half  degree  or  thirty  miles  north  of  Cape 
Blanco  is  confusing  and  seems  to  contradict  the  narrative  itself. 
The  inlet  further  south  may  have  been  our  Port  Orford. 

BHave  passed  Coos  Bay  without  notice  and  now  off  the  Alsea  River 
and  Cape  Perpetua. 
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ing  remarkable  except  vast  numbers  of  the  natives  they 
appeared  to  be  a  very  hostile  and  warlike  people  they  ran 
along  shore  waving  white  skins  these  are  the  skins  of  moose 
deer  three  or  four  thicknesses  compleatly  tanned  and  not 
penetrable  by  arrows  these  are  there  war  armour  they 
would  some  times  make  fast  there  bows  and  quivers  of 
arrows  to  there  spears  of  considerable  length  and  shake  them 
at  us  with  an  air  of  defyence  every  jesture  they  accompan- 
eyed  with  hideous  shouting  the  Coast  tunted  [tended]  by  the 
Compass  N  b  W  at  8  P  M  we  hove  too  with  our  head  to  the 
northward  at  2  wore  ship  and  stood  in  shore  at  4  A  M  Made 
sail  along  shore  at  11  A  M  there  came  alongside  two  Indians 
in  a  small  canoe  very  differently  formed  from  those  we  had 
seen  to  the  Southward  it  was  sharp  at  the  head  and  stern 
and  Extreemly  well  built  to  paddle  fast  they  came  very 
cautiously  toward  us  nor  would  they  come  within  pistol 
shot  untill  one  of  them  a  very  fine  look’g  fellow  had  delivered 
a  long  oration  accompaneying  it  with  actions  and  jestures 
that  would  have  graced  a  European  oritor  the  subject  of  his 
discorse  was  designed  to  inform  us  they  had  plenty  of  Fish 
&  fresh  water  on  shore  at  there  habitations  which  they 
seemed  to  wish  us  to  go  and  partake  of  we  made  them 
understand  that  skins  was  the  articles  we  most  wanted  these 
as  well  as  we  could  understand  them  they  would  bring  the 
ensuing  day  we  could  proceve  there  Language  was  entierly 
different  from  those  we  had  first  fell  in  with  to  the  South¬ 
ward — after  viewing  the  vessell  attentively  some  time  they 
departed  well  pleased  with  some  trifling  preasants  they  had 
received  the  place  these  people  came  of  from  is  in  Lat’d  45 °0' 
No.6 

The  first  part  of  the  tenth  was  pleasant,  but 
the  wind  hauling  to  the  Northward  it  came  in  Sunday 
foggey  and  disagreable  weather  insued  the  10th 
middle  part  calm  at  4  P  M  wore  ship  and  stood 
in  with  the  land  at  9  we  hove  the  boat  out  and  she  went  in 
surch  of  a  landing  place  during  her  absence  there  came 
alongside  two  Indion  Canoes  the  one  contaning  two  and 

6Have  passed  Yaquina  Bay  without  mention,  and  off  Cascade  Head 

and  the  Nestucca  country  on  both  the  10th  and  11th. 
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the  other  6  People  among  them  were  our  yesterdays  friends 
they  brought  with  them  several  sea  otter  skins  and  one  of 
the  best  peces  I  ever  saw.  They  were  a  smart  sett  of  active 
fellows  but  like  all  others  without  one  exception  on  this 
coast  are  addicted  to  thefts  and  we  allways  found  those  who 
were  the  most  mistrustfull  were  the  most  addicted  to  com¬ 
mit  the  offence. 

They  were  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  they  had  allso 
spears  but  would  part  with  none  of  them  they  had  both  Iron 
and  stone  knives  which  they  allways  kept  in  there  hands 
uplifted  in  readiness  to  strike  we  admited  one  of  them  on¬ 
board  but  he  would  not  come  without  this  weepen  two  or 
three  of  our  visiters  were  much  pitted  with  the  small  pox. 

They  were  dexterous  in  the  manegement  of  there  can¬ 
oes  they  paddled  with  great  velosity  and  tho’  there  canoes 
were  long  would  turn  them  in  there  length  there  paddles 
were  neatly  made  of  Ash  they  run  down  of  an  equel  bredth 
to  the  ent  the  Corners  are  pointed  and  End  arched  up  like  a 
swallows  tail  they  departed  promising  to  return  again  soon. 
I  observed  in  Lat’d  45°2'No.  The  11th 
was  marked  by  no  singular  event  we  1788  August 

had  light  airs  to  the  Northward  &  Monday  11th 

Westward  and  frequently  calm  we  had 
the  small  boat  out  and  hoged  the  ship  the  Coast  we  were 
abrest  of  looked  pleasant  I  obs’d  in  Latitude  44°58'  No 
having  made  5  Miles  Southing. 

The  12th  being  pleasant  weather  at  3  P  M 
we  came  to  anchor  within  half  a  mile  of  the  Tuesday 
shore  hoisted  the  longboat  and  went  to  a  small  12th 
inlett  where  there  was  not  suffishant  water 
for  the  Sloop  to  enter  we  took  of  two  loads  of  wood  and  then 
hove  up  and  came  to  sail  with  the  wind  favourable  we  saw 
while  the  boat  was  onshore7  one  of  the  Natives  who  were  of 
on  Sunday  last,  the  place  had  been  inhabited  but  was  desert¬ 
ed  no  doubt  as  late  as  when  they  saw  the  boat  coming  on¬ 
shore.  Light  brezes  to  the  Southward  and  drizling  rain  all 
the  latter  part. 


7An  interesting  event  in  Tillamook  County,  but  where?  Here  landed 
the  first  white  men  to  stand  on  the  shore  of  Oregon. 
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Wednesday  the  13th  there  came  alongside 
twelve  Natives  in  a  Canoe  they  had  nothing  to  We^t^DAY 
traiic  but  seemed  enticed  by  curiosity  off  to 
view  the  vessell  there  Chief  was  the  only  per¬ 
son  that  was  allowed  to  come  onboard  he  observed  every¬ 
thing  with  great  attention  and  was  presented  with  a  fue 
preasants  and  departed  well  pleased  with  there  entertain¬ 
ment  at  Noon  I  observed  in  Latitude  45°56'8  N  about  this 
time  the  wind  hauled  from  the  Northward  with  so  rappid 
a  current  from  the  same  quarter  that  we  could  not  make 
aney  way  to  the  Northward  on  the  contrary  we  could  not 
hold  our  own.  Between  the  hours  of  5  and  6  Last  evening 
we  passed  a  tolerable  harbor  but  having  a  bar 
where  it  broke  pretty  high  all  a  thort  it  looked  Thursday 
as  tho’  we  could  with  ease  git  into  it.  this  har-  14th 
bour  was  now  10  Leagues  to  leeward  but  in  the 
afternoon  it  was  determined  to  bear  away  and  at  1  P  M  we 
lay  her  head  to  the  Southward  at  6  we  hove  too  off  and  on 
and  a  6  came  too  with  the  small  bower  in  7  fm  water  distant 
from  the  shore  about  2  miles  over  a  bottom  of  sand,  we  now 
hoisted  the  boat  out  man’d  and  armed  her  and  sent  her  to 
explore  the  Harbour  and  sound  its  enterence  taking  proper 
bearings  and  marks  for  sailing  into  it  at  10  the  boat  re¬ 
turned  with  an  account  that  the  Harbour  was  tolerably  Com¬ 
modious  and  suffishent  water  for  us  in  the  proper  Channel 
we  immediately  hove  up  with  a  commanding  breze  and  went 
in  without  coming  into  less  than  two  fathom  and  a  Quarter 
water  we  anchored  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  shore  in  3 
fm  in  the  Anchoring  place  I  observed  my  Lat’d  to  be  45°27' 
N  and  Longi’d  122°  19'  W  the  variation  by  Azmith  was 
14°26'  E’t  in  the  afternoon  it  was  pleasant  with  a  moderate 
breze  to  the  Northward  twas  with  great  persuasion  late  in 
the  Afternoon  that  one  of  there  small  canoes  came  alongside 
and  received  maney  trivial  preasants  this  soon  enticed 
maney  others  off  and  Each  canoe  brought  with  them  large 
quantities  of  berries  and  crabs  ready  boiled  these  they  liber- 


8Nearly  as  far  north  as  Tillamook  Head  and  Seaside  on  the  13th  but 
turned  back  to  enter  Tillamook  bay  on  the  14th. 
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aly  handed  onboard  as  preasants  seemingly  without  an  Idea 
of  payment  and  these  were  the  most  acceptable  things  they 
could  have  brought  to  most  of  our  sea¬ 
men  who  were  in  a  very  advanced  state  1788  August 

of  the  scurvey  and  was  a  means  of  a  Friday  15th 

restoration  of  health  to  3  or  four  of  our 

Companey  who  would  have  found  one  months  longer  dura¬ 
tion  at  sea  fatal  to  them  so  advanced  were  they  in  his  malig¬ 
nant  distemper. 

Trafic  on  a  very  friendly  footing  being  thus  established 
befor  Evening  we  had  purchased  a  number  of  Good  Sea 
otter  skins  for  knive  axes  adzes  &c  but  had  we  had  Copper 
a  pece  two  or  three  inches  square  would  have  been  far  more 
valuable  to  them,  they  would  hand  there  skins  onboard  with¬ 
out  scruple  and  take  with  satisfaction  whatever  was  given 
in  return ;  this  we  very  seldom  found  the  case  in  any  other 
part  of  the  coast,  the  nesecery  operations  of  wooding  and 
watering  were  the  pri[n]saple  objects  of  our  attention  the 
watering  place  was  situated  at  a  very  considerable  distance 
from  the  Sloop  and  totaly  out  of  the  protection  of  her  guns 
for  this  reason  one  turn  of  water  was  Judged  suffishent  to 
serve  till  some  more  safe  place  might  be  discovered  at  some 
other  part  of  the  Coast  we  took  off  several  boat  load  of 
wood  which  was  handey  to  the  vessell  &  of  a  very  good 
quality  the  natives  while  we  were  at  work  onshore  behaved 
with  great  propriety  frequently  bringing  us  frute  but  they 
allways  kept  themselves  armed  and  never  ventured  nigh  us 
but  with  there  knives  in  there  hands  uplifted  reddy  to  strike 
this  we  imputed  to  there  being  such  total  straingers  to 
Europeans. 

On  the  16  we  had  pleasant  weather  with  a 
moderate  breze  to  the  eastward  at  this  time  Sat’d 
an  amazing  number  of  the  natives  were  along-  16 
side  with  boiled  and  roasted  crabbls  for  sale 
which  our  people  purchased  for  buttons  &c  they  had  allso 
dryed  salmon  and  berries  in  abundance. 

At  noon  we  weighed  and  came  to  sail  with  a  very  mod¬ 
erate  breze  which  soon  died  away  to  a  purfect  calm  and  the 
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flud  tide  still  setting  strong  swept  us  on  a  reef  of  rocks,  the 
water  was  smooth  as  glass  and  the  tide  still  flowing  the  ves- 
sell  could  receive  to  metereal  Damage  we  run  out  our  Kedge 
with  a  small  worp  and  hauled  off  the  sea  breze  cuming  in 
prevented  our  getting  out  we  veared  a  scope  and  moared 
with  our  two  bowers. 

About  this  time  the  old  chief  who  came  onboard  of  us 
on  the  13  about  6  Leagues  to  the  Northward  he  had  a  great 
number  of  the  natives  with  him  all  armed  and  they  had  no 
skins  with  them  tho’  they  were  well  convinced  it  was  them 
alone  we  wanted  and  he  had  promised  to  supply  us  with 
some  however  tho’  he  had  not  fulfilled  his  engagement  he 

mett  with  a  very  polight  reseption. 

*  *  *  * 

Having  nothing  else  to  do  but  wate  for  the 
next  days  tide  to  depart,  Earley  in  the  Afternoon  sat. 

I  accompaneyed  Mr.  Coolidge  onshore  in  the  16 
long  Boat  to  amuse  ourselves  in  taking  a  walk 
while  our  boat  was  loaded  with  grass  and  shrubs  for  our 
stock  we  took  all  the  people  in  the  Boat  who  were  affected 
by  the  scurvy  our  number  in  all  amounted  to  seven  the  dis¬ 
position  of  the  people  seemed  so  friendly  we  went  worse 
armed  than  ordinary  we  had  two  Muskets  and  three  or  four 
Cutlasses  we  boath  took  our  swoards  and  each  of  us  a  pistol 
on  our  first  landing  we  visated  there  Houses  and  such  vietles 
as  they  eate  themselves  they  offered  to  us  but  they  are  so 
intolerably  filthey  there  was  nothing  we  could  stumac  except 
the  frute. 

They  then  amused  us  shewing  there  dexterity  with  there 
arrows  and  spears  they  then  began  a  war  dance  it  was  long 
and  hedious  accompaneyed  with  frightfull  howlings  indeed 
there  was  something  more  horrid  in  there  song  and  the  jes- 
tures  which  accompanied  it  than  I  am  capable  of  describing 
it  chilled  ye  blud  in  my  vains.  The  dance  over  we  left  the 
natives  to  themselves  and  walked  along 
the  beach  to  the  boat  where  the  people  1788  August 
were  cutting  grass  and  only  one  or  two  Saturday  16th 
of  the  Natives  with  them  we  went  past 

ye  boat  a  little  way  but  within  call  to  a  small  sand  flatt  in 


14 


T.  C.  Elliott 


hopes  to  find  some  clams  while  we  were  digging  for  these 
shell  fish  a  young  Black  man  Markus  Lopeus  a  native  of  the 
cape  de  Verd  Islands  and  who  had  shiped  Captain  Grays  ser¬ 
vant  at  St.  Jago’s  being  employed  careing  grass  down  to  the 
boat,  had  carelessly  stuck  his  cutlas  in  the  sand  one  of  the 
natives  seeing  this  took  a  favourable  oppertunity  to  snatch 
it  at  first  unobserved  and  run  off  with  it  one  of  the  people 
observing  him  before  he  was  quite  out  of  sight  called  vehem¬ 
ently  thretening  to  shoot  him  in  hopes  he  would  abandon 
the  stoln  goods  and  make  his  escape  but  I  had  given  posa- 
tive  orders  to  our  people  not  to  fier  but  in  cases  of  the  most 
absolute  immergence  when  for  self  defence  it  might  be 
nesecery. 

’Twas  the  hollowing  of  our  people  that  first  roused  our 
attention  and  we  immediately  flew  to  know  the  cause,  we 
were  informed  of  the  sercumstances  adding  that  the  Black 
boy  had  followed  him  in  spite  of  everything  they  could  say 
to  the  contorary. 

I  was  struck  by  the  daingerous  situation  the  ladd  was  in 
and  feared  its  concequences  doubting  of  there  being  a  posa- 
bility  of  saving  him  from  the  impending  dainger  but  resolv¬ 
ing  no  project  should  go  untried  without  hesitation  ordering 
the  boat  to  keep  abrest  of  us  we  ran  toward  the  village  we 
mett  several  chiefs  persons  whose  friendship  we  had  taken 
every  oppertunity  to  obtain  by  kinde  youseage  and  liberal 
preasants  Indeed  it  seemed  before  this  period  we  had  fully 
effected  it,  to  these  people  Mr.  Coolidge  offered  several 
articles  to  them  of  great  value  to  bring  back  the  man  un¬ 
hurt,  this  they  refused  intimating  there  wish  for  us  to  seek 
him  ourselves,  I  now  remarked  to  Mr.  Coolidge  that  all  the 
natives  we  saw  were  unusually  well  armed  having  with  them 
there  bows  arrows  &  spears  however  we  proceeded  still  fur¬ 
ther  and  on  turning  a  clump  of  trees  that  obstructed  our 
prospe  [c]t  the  first  thing  which  presented  itself  to  our  view 
was  a  very  large  groop  of  the  natives  among  the  midst  of 
which  was  the  poor  black  with  the  thief  by  the  colour  loudly 
calling  for  assistance  saying  he  had  cought  the  thief,  when 
we  were  observed  by  the  main  boddy  of  the  Natives  to  hast¬ 
ily  approach  them  they  instantly  drenched  there  knives  and 
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spears  with  savage  fuery  in  the  boddy  of  the  unfortunate 
youth.  He  quited  his  hold  and  stumbled  but  rose  again  and 
stagered  towards  us  but  having  a  flight  of  arrows  thrown 
into  his  back  and  he  fell  within  fifteen  yards  of  me  and 
instantly  expiered  while  they  mangled  his  lifeless  corse. 

We  were  now  by  our  passing  a  number  whom  as  I  re¬ 
marked  before  we  supposed  to  be  our  friends  situated  be¬ 
tween  two  formidable  parties  those  we  had  passed  being 
reinforsed  by  a  great  number  from  the  woods  they  gave  us 
the  first  salutation  by  a  shower  of  arrows  Our  only  method 
was  to  get  to  the  boat  as  fast  as  posable  for  this  purpus  we 
turned  leaving  the  dead  body,  for  it  would  have  been  the 
highth  of  imprudence  as  our  Number  was  so  small  to  have 
attempted  its  rescue  we  made  the  best  of  our  way  for  the 
Boat  assaulted  on  all  sides  by  showers  of  arrows  and  spears 
and  at  length  it  became  absolutely  nesecery  to  shoot  there 
most  dairing  ringleaders  which  I  did  with  my  pistol  Mr. 
Coolidge  and  one  man  who  was  with  us  followed  my  exam¬ 
ple  and  Mr.  Coolidge  ordered  those  who  were  in  the  boat  to 
fier  and  cover  us  as  we  waided  off  for  the  boat  could  not 
come  within  a  considerable  dis’t  of  the  shore.  But  un¬ 
daunted  by  the  fate  of  there  Companions,  they  followed  us 
up  to  the  middle  in  water  and  slightly  wounded  both  Mr. 
Coolidge  and  myself  in  the  hand  and  totaley  disabled  the 
person  who  was  with  us  onshore  who  fainting  with  loss  of 
blud  lay  lifeless  several  hours  and  continued  to  bleed  a  tor- 
rant  till  the  barb  of  the  arrow  was  extracted,  we  jumped 
into  the  boat  and  pushed  of  and  were  soon  out  of  arrow 
shot  when  we  found  this  they  launched  there  Canoes  intend¬ 
ing  to  cut  us  off  indeed  they  were  well  situated  for  it  but 
some  were  timid  some  v/ere  bold  and  not  half  paddled  but 
keeping  a  constant  fier  from  the  boat  they  came  bairly 
within  arrow  shot  before  we  were  nigh  the  sloop,  and  they 
returned  towards  the  shore  as  soon  as  we  got  onboard  we 
discharged  two  or  three  swivel  shot  at  them  and  in  a  few 
moments  not  one  Canoe  was  to  be  seen  all  having  fledd  duer- 
ing  the  whole  of  the  night  it  was  dismal  to  hear  the  hoops 
and  houlings  of  the  natives  they  had  fiers  on  the  beach  near 
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the  spot  where  the  ladd  was  killed  and  we  could  see  great 
number  of  them  passing  too  and  froo  before  the  blaze. 

I  must  confess  I  should  not  have  lett  them  enjoy  there 
festervile  so  peaseabley  had  I  been  Cap  Gray  but  his  human¬ 
ity  was  commendable. 

Murderers  Harbour,  for  so  it  was  named,  is  I  suppose 
the  enterence  of  the  river  of  the*  West  it  is  by  no  meens  a 
safe  place  for  aney  but  a  very  small  vessell  to  enter  the  shoal 
at  its  enterence  being  so  aucwardly  situated  the  passage  so 
narrow  and  the  tide  so  rapid  that  it  is  scarce  posable  to 
avoid  the  dangers.  It  is  probable  whenever  a  vesell  goes 
there  they  may  procure  twenty  or  thurty  good  sea  otter 
skins,  We  know  but  little  of  the  manours  and  customs  of 
these  people  our  stay  among  them  was  so  short,  the  men 
ware  no  cloathing  but  the  skins  of  animels  well  dressed, 
the  women  wore  nothing  but  a  petticoat  of  straw  about  as 
long  as  a  highlanders  kilt,  there  hutts  were  very  small  made 
of  boards  and  a  matt  on  the  flore  they  appeared  to  be  very 
indolent  and  were  intolerably  filthey,  there  canoes  were  very 
well  shaped  for  paddling  and  every  yousefull  purpus  there 
language  we  attained  no  knoledge  of  and  I  am  of  opinion  it 
was  very  Hard  to  lern. 

I  am  posative  it  was  a  planed  affair,  which  first  gave 
rise  to  our  quarrel  seeing  how  fue  we  were  they  had  hopes 
of  overpowering  us  and  making  themselves  masters  of  our 
Cloths  and  arms  and  had  we  been  taken  it  would  have  been 
no  difficult  jobb  to  have  made  a  prize  of  the  Sloop  for  Cap¬ 
tain  Gray  had  but  three  people  left  onboard.  It  was  folly 
for  us  to  go  onshore  so  ill  armed  but  it  proved  a  suffishent 
warning  to  us  to  allways  be  well  armed  ever  afterwards. 

Indeed  I  think  it  prudent  no  boat  should  land  among 
the  midst  of  such  numerous  tribes  without  another  well 
armed  boat  to  protect  her  landing. 

On  Sunday  the  17th  having  a  moderate 
breze  to  the  Eastward  at  4  A  M  we  hove  up  Sunday 
and  came  to  sail  making  a  second  attempt  to  17th 
gett  to  sea  haveing  passed  the  sand  point  of 
the  Harbour  and  Middle  ground  the  wind  died  and  the  tide 


Haswell’s  Log  of  Sloop  Washington 


17 


setting  with  great  rapidity  over  the  outer  shoal  we  were 
obliged  to  lett  go  our  anchor  in  two  fat’m  water,  the  tide 
ebbed  and  the  surf  rose  to  so  vast  a  size  that  we  struck  a 
great  maney  times  so  violently  hard  we  could  scarce  stand 
the  Deack  the  surf  breaking  over  our  taffle  stove  in  our  cabin 
windows  and  allmost  filled  it  with  water  as  soon  as  the  tide 
began  to  slack  we  hoisted  the  long  boat  out  and  run  a  small 
anchor  to  the  eastward  which  when  hove  taut  on  kept  us 
clear  of  the  ground  till  still  water  when  we  hove  up  and 
worped  into  deep  water  and  came  too  with  the  small  bower 
for  the  flud  tide  began  to  run  so  strong  we  could  not  get  out 
till  the  ebb  returned  while  we  lay  on  the  bar  we  saw  a  large 
war  canoe  go  out  of  the  Harbour  keeping  at  as  great  a  dis¬ 
tance  from  us  as  posable. 

We  received  no  damage  from  this  accident  except  hav¬ 
ing  the  pindles  and  gudgins  of  our  rudder  bent  so  they  would 
not  admit  it  to  come  down  into  its  proper  berth. 

Monday  the  18th  was  calm  and  foggey.  the 
natives  of  the  Harbour  all  came  down  to  the  Monday 
beach  that  was  situated  nearest  our  vessell  18th 
with  all  there  Canoes  we  continualy  heard 
them  shouting  and  it  was  answered  by  maney  voises  on  the 
outside  of  the  barr  and  at  1/2  past  twelve  we  saw  three  large 
war  canoes  each  containing  upwards  of  thurty  armed  men 
it  was  so  foggey  that  we  did  not  see  them  untill  they  were 
within  half  a  musquet  shot  we  becken’d  to  them  to  keep 
there  distance  but  they  continued  to  paddle  towards  us  and 
we  could  plainly  see  that  the  better  part  of  them  satt  with 
there  bows  reddy  bent  and  there  spears  in  there  hands  there 
behaviour  being  very  suspicious  three  swivels  were  dis¬ 
charged  at  them  and  they  paddled  off  with  great  speed  we 
then  hove  up  and  worped9  out  without  aney  further  diffi¬ 
culty. 


9Good-by  to  the  Tillamook  country.  When  on  the  coast  in  1792  Cap¬ 
tain  Gray  did  not  go  near  or  mention  this  harbor. 
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Tuesday  was  moderate  and  pleas¬ 
ant  but  having  had  a  good  run  from  1788  August 
Murders  Harbour  we  had  passed  a  con-  Tuesday  19 
siderable  length  of  coast  which  no 
doubt  afords  maney  valuable  furs  we  were  4  or  5  miles  from 
a  strait  coast  tunding  N  W  b  N  in  18  and  20  fathoms  water 
observed  in  Latitude  47°  11'  No.10 


The  twentieth  the  winds  were  light  and 
weather  fair  at  ten  A  M  two  canoes  with  four  Wednesd’y 
people  in  each  came  alongside  we  purchased  20 
several  sea  otter  skins  of  them  at  a  very  rea¬ 
sonable  rate  for  iron  but  they  expressed  a  great  desire  for 


copper. 

The  21st  the  breze  was  light  from  the  southward  and  a 
very  strong  currant  setting  in  shore  at  2  A  M  we  had  shoaled 
our  water  from  17  to  7  fatm  water  we  came  too  with  the 
small  bower  at  5  two  Indion  Whaleing  canoes  each  having 
6  people  they  had  nothing  to  dispose  of  except  four  or  five 
beaver  skins.  There  whaling  utentials  were  very  curious 
but  they  would  part  with  none  of  them  at  6  weighed  and 
came  to  sail  at  7  Green  Island11  bore  North  distant  4  Miles 
Quenelth12  (for  that  is  the  indion  name  for  the  village  where 
these  Whalemen  belong)  bore  N  N  E  distoant  7  miles. 
Tacked  and  stood  in  with  the  land  I  observed  in  Lat’d  47° 30' 
N  the  land  we  were  now  abrest  of  at  a  distance  inland  rises 
to  exceeding  high  mountains  covered  with  snow.13 

Friday  the  22nd  the  23  and  24th  the  wind  were  contor- 
ary  and  the  weather  unpleasant,  tho  we  endeavoured  to  beat 
along  shore  we  scarcely  held  our  own  I  observed  on  Sunday 
in  47°43'  N  Longitude  123°50'  W  the  variation  by  azmuth 
15°44'  E’t. 


We  had  moderate  brezes  N  N  W  on  the  25th  with  foggey 
disagreeable  weather  plying  to  windward  very  near  the 
Land  in  from  40  to  19  ft  water  at  i/2  past  11  A  M  the  fog 


10Now  north  of  Gray’s  Harbor,  Washington,  and  on  a  coast  where 
English  traders  had  been. 

“Destruction  Island. 

12Quinauilt  Indian  villages. 

1801ympic  mountains. 
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cleared  away  and  discovered  a  number  of  craggey  and  de¬ 
tached  rocks14  and  reefs  laying  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  shore  at  meridion  we  sounded  in  22  fm  water  over 
a  bottom  of  Rocks  and  shells  Tacked  ship  and  stood  oif  Ob¬ 
served  in  47°57'  N. 

The  26  was  fogey  and  it  was  but  impur- 
fectly  that  we  saw  the  land  and  our  distance  Tuesday 

from  it  was  very  considerable  having  been  26th 
forced  off  by  a  current  however  I  am  of  opin¬ 
ion  the  Straits  of  Juan  de  Fuca  exist  tho  Capt  Gray  posa- 
tives  assurts  it  does  not  for  in  the  very  Latitude  where  it  is 
said  to  lay  the  coast  takes  a  bend  which  very  posabley  may  be 
its  Enterence  I  observed  in  Lat’d  48:5  No  and  Longitude 
124°50'  W  and  to  the  ENE  lay  a  very  deep  Bay  in  the  enter¬ 
ence  of  which  lay  a  great  maney  Islands  to  this  was  given 
the  name  of  Companeys  Bay15  and  there  is  but  little  doubt 
but  it  affords  Good  Harbours. 

The  27th  on  the  first  part  was  calm  with  a 
very  large  swell  from  the  westeward  Earley  in  Wednesd’y 
the  morning  a  light  breze  sprung  up  from  the  27 
southward  we  made  sail  standing  off  West 
North  West  untill  day  light  and  then  North  West  the  Coast 
tunding  Northwest  by  West  the  coast  is  low  near  the  sea 
and  rises  one  step  after  another  into  excessive  high  moun¬ 
tains  covered  perpetualy  with  snow  I  observed  in  Lat’d 
48°43'  N  Longitude  124°54'  W  the  variation  17°6'  E’t. 

Calm  allmost  all  the  28th  all  hands  employed  mending 
sails  at  6  In  the  morning  two  canoes  came  off  with  two  men 
in  each  they  looked  at  us  a  little  while  with  an  air  of  great 
indifference  and  then  paddled  farther  out  to  sea  when  they 
hove  too  to  fish.  My  Latitude  by  observation  was  48°53'  No 
in  the  afternoon  we  visated  by  3  canoes  con¬ 
taining  46  people  from  among  the  islands  in  1788  August 
Companeys  Bay  as  soon  as  they  came  within  Thursd’y  28 
Muskit  shott  of  us  they  paddled  with  exceed¬ 
ing  great  hast  singing  an  agreable  air  and  keeping  stroke 


14Flattery  Rocks.  _  . 

18Probably  meaning  Neah  Bay  inside  the  entrance  to  Straits  of  Juan 
de  Fuca. 
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in  time  to  the  tune  with  there  Paddles  and  at  the  end  of 
every  cadence  all  together  they  would  point  there  paddles 
first  aft  and  then  forward  first  hooping  shrill  and  then  horce. 
They  went  three  times  round  the  vessell  performing  this 
manual  exersize  and  then  came  alongside  without  further 
seremoney  the  principle  Chief  in  the  Canoes  came  onboard 
on  the  first  invitation  they  had  no  sea  otter  skins  and  but 
fue  of  aney  other  sort  it’s  beyond  a  doubt  some  English  must 
have  visated  here  this  season  for  they  plainly  articulated 
several  English  names  they  were  very  extravagant  in  there 
demands  for  everything  we  wished  to  purchase  in  conce- 
quence  of  which  but  little  commertial  intercourse  took  place 
it  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  they  Departed  but  they 
first  sang  a  song  the  air  of  which  was  very  agreable,  the 
remainder  of  the  day  was  moderate  &  Cloudy  and  we  gained 
only  5  miles  to  the  Northward  the  29th  the  Wind  to  the 
Northward  and  westward  beating  to  wind¬ 
ward  Moderate  brezes  and  pleasant  in  the  Friday 
Morning  but  in  the  affternoon  it  became  fog-  29th 
gey  and  unpleasant  at  2  P.  M.  it  died  away 
calm  and  a  very  large  swell  going  with  the 
currant  setting  to  the  southward  drew  us  Saturday 
nearer  in  with  the  shore  than  we  were  aware  30th 
of  and  the  first  thing  that  discovered  itself  to 
us  thro’  the  fog  was  a  wide  spredding  rock  laying  nearly 
level  with  the  waters  edge  over  which  the  surf  broak  with 
violent  rage  not  further  distant  from  us  than  a  hundred 
fathum  and  in  a  few  moments  we  saw  several  others  equelly 
dangerously  situated  it  being  a  purfect  Calm  we  even  hove 
along  by  the  swell  on  a  direct  line  towards  them  we  had 
seventeen  fm  water  sharp  corral  rocks  we  maned  our  sweeps 
and  providentialey  a  light  air  sprung  up  which  wafted  us 
clear  and  we  had  but  little  to  spare  for  there  was  scarce  the 
hollow  of  one  swell  betwixt  us  and  a  watery  grave. 

While  we  were  in  this  pittiable  situation  several  canoes 
came  of  having  with  them  maney  sea  otter  skins  they  would 
not  come  alongside  the  swell  was  so  great  and  our  vessell 
had  so  much  motion  but  by  sines  gave  us  to  understand  that 
a  little  to  the  Eastward  there  was  a  harbour  which  they 
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called  Nootka  wether  this  name  was  applied  to  it  to  delude 
us  in  or  it  is  the  name  of  a  harbour  the  great  number  of  sea 
otter  skins  they  were  possessed  of  operated  strongly  in  a 
determination  to  go  in  and  it  enterence  was  by  this  time 
fare  in  view  the  long  boat  was  hoisted  out  to  tow  in  which 
she  was  asisted  by  the  Native  in  there  Canoes  and  late  in 
the  afternoon  we  came  too  with  the  small  bower  in  7  fm 
water  over  a  bottom  of  sand  in  a  tolerable  well  sheltered 
roadsted  soon  after  sunsett  the  natives  all  left  the  vessell 
and  retired  to  there  habitations  the  night  was  exceeding 
pleasant. 

Sunday  the  31  the  weather  was  exceeding  pleasant  ear- 
ley  in  the  morning  a  great  maney  of  the  Inhabitants  came  of 
Bringing  with  them  an  abundance  of  skins  but  greatly  to 
our  mortification  there  was  nothing  in  our  vessell  except 
muskits  would  perchase  one  of  them  but  that  was  an  article 
of  commerce  we  were  not  supplied  with  having  scarce  arms 
enough  for  our  defence  copper  was  all  there  cry  and  we  had 
none  for  them,  the  principle  or  superior  Chief  of  this  tribe’s 
name  is  Waukananish  he  visated  us  accompaneyed  by  one  of 
his  Brothers  compleetly  Dressed  in  a  genteel  sute  of  Cloths 
which  he  said  Capt  Mears  had  given  him  Capt  Mear’s  name 
was  not  the  only  one  they  mentioned  for  they  spoke  of  Capt. 
Barkley  Capt  Hannah  Capt  Dunkin  and  Capt  Duglas  what 
they  said  of  them  we  now  knew  so  little  of  there  language 
we  could  not  comprehend. 

The  natives  had  left  there  summer  habitation  which  is 
situated  on  the  West  side  of  the  Roads  &  followed  the  fish  up 
the  rivers  at  7  in  the  morning  we  maned  armed  the  long  boat 
and  an  officer  went  in  her  in  surch  of  a  good  watering  place 
this  she  easily  found  with  a  most  excellant 
Harbour  land  locked  and  sheltered  from  all  Sunday 
winds  anchorage  in  7  fathum  water  good  hold-  31st 
ing  ground  its  enterence  is  narrow  and  the 
tides  rapid,  the  roads  is  a  good  place  of  shelter  and  is  by  no 
means  wild  or  dangerous  while  at  anchor  I  observed  in  Lat’d 
49°9'  N  the  Longitude  of  the  anchoring  place  in  125°26'  W  at 
Meridion  we  weighed  and  sailed  from  Hancocks  Harbour. 
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A  good  maney  vessells  having  been  at  this  port  all  in 
the  fur  trade  there  can  be  no  doubt  a  great  number  of  skins 
have  been  purchased  and  even  now  were  possessed  of  Cop¬ 
per  or  Muskets  or  even  chizles  made  in  a  proper  form  fifty 
or  sixty  excellent  skins  of  sea  otters  might  be  purchased  in 
a  fue  hours  and  very  probabley  five  times  the  number,  for 
these  tribes  who  have  intercourse  with  the  European  traders 
extend  there  trafic  to  those  more  remote  collecting  skins  for 
the  next  vessell  that  may  come,  the  shortness  of  our  tarey 
prevented  me  from  taking  a  sketch  of  the  Harbour  but  I 
expect  are  long  to  see  it  again. 

We  were  scarce  out  of  the  Roads  the  boats 
in  and  anchor  stowed  when  it  began  to  blow  a  Septemb’r 
gale  of  wind  at  West  nor  west  nor  did  it  dis-  Tuesday  2 
continue  till  the  Second  late  in  the  day  we 
stretched  off  shore  and  at  Meridion  we  were  as  far  to  the 
southward  as  48° 9'  No  and  the  wind  still  continued  strong  at 
Norwest  all  the  3d,  the  fourth  was  nearly  calm 
and  so  fogey  we  could  not  see  the  land  the  fifth  Wednesday 
a  light  breze  to  the  Westward  we  claued  [?]  3rd 
along  shore  to  the  Northward  as  fast  as  pos¬ 
able  and  were  at  Meridion  in  Latitude  48°50'  No  and  Longi¬ 
tude  125°  15'  W.  the  6th  and  7  when  ever  there  was  a  breze 
it  was  very  light  from  the  westward  but  it  was  generaly 
calm  with  a  very  long  swell  from  the  Southeast  we  were  on 
soundings  from  30  to  forty  fathum  water  over  a  rockey  bot¬ 
tom  and  so  near  the  Land  and  Reefs  that  we  could  plainly 
hear  the  surf  but  it  was  so  fogey  we  could  not  see  the  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  mile  the  8  at  10  P  M  the  fog  clearing  off  we  saw  the 
Land  which  appered  to  be  Islands  two  or  three  Miles  dis¬ 
tant  a  light  breze  sprung  up  from  the  South’d  and  we  stood 
off  till  8  when  the  weather  was  more  clear  and  we  saw  the 
land  being  Cloudy  we  had  no  observation  nor  was  it  posable 
to  calculate  our  Latitude  with  any  degree  of  acuracy  having 
been  drifted  about  at  a  great  rate  in  maney  directions  by 
strong  Currants  for  several  days  we  stood  in  with  the  land 
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with  a  moderate  breze  and  when  about  3  Miles 
distant  from  it  when  we  had  40  fm  water  the  Monday 

coast  trending  W  N  W  with  a  greate  maney  8 
Cragey  Barron  Cliffs  that  looked  like  no  land 
we  had  seen  before;  and  before  the  late  gale  and  fogs  we 
could  planely  see  as  far  as  Point  Breakers  which  is  the 
southeast  extreem  of  hope  Bay  of  which  Nootka  Sound  is  the 
head  consequently  being  strange  land  must  be  to  the  North¬ 
ward  and  Westward  of  our  intended  port  I  imparted  my 
opinion  to  Cap’t  Gray  hinting  I  thought  it  best  to  hove  too 
till  we  might  get  the  altitude  of  the  sum  and  determin  our 
latitud  but  Captain  Gray  supposing  us  to  the  Southward  and 
Eastward  of  the  port  caried  a  pressing  sail  along  shore  to  the 
Northward  till  Meridion  when  we  observe  in  Lat’d  50°22' 
this  confurmed  my  conjectures  beyond  a  doubt. 

Our  Long’d  128°30'  W  we  hauled  our  wind  Tuesday 
stretching  off  shoar  to  the  Southward.  9th 

On  the  10th  blew  a  perfect  gale  of  wind 
and  the  sea  was  greatly  agitated  observed  in  49°  53'  No  the 
Wind  S  W  stretching  m  for  the  Land. 

Heavy  gales  of  adverce  winds  and  very  thick  Disagre- 
able  weather  untill  the  15th  when  the  wind  was  moderate 
at  W  N  W  we  stood  alongshore  in  hope  bay  and  5  oclock  in 
the  afternoon  we  were  Disagreably  situated  in  shole  water 
among  large  Beds  of  kelp  we  were  in  as  shole  water  as  3  fm 
with  a  very  rockey  Bottom  but  we  were  lucky  enough  to  dis- 
sengage  ourselves  before  Dark  at  sunsett  the 
north  point  of  the  enterence  of  Nootka  Sound  Monday 
bore  East  distant  5  Miles.  15th 

The  night  of  the  16  was  calm  at  5  A  M  we 
had  a  moderate  breze  of  the  land  we  made  sail  and  stretched 
towards  ship  Cove  the  place  where  Captain  Cook  Lay  when 
he  was  in  this  Sound  intending  to  lay  there  till  we  could  dis¬ 
cover  some  more  commodious  situation  here 
we  expected  to  meet  the  Columbia  and  we  were  Tuesday 
all  posative  within  our  minds  that  she  must  be  16th 
in  the  sound  when  we  saw  a  Boat  under  sail 
cuming  round  north  point  we  hove  in  stays  and  stretched  for 
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that  side  of  the  Sound  but  it  was  nearly  calm,  ’twas  not  be¬ 
fore  the  boat  came  very  near  that  we  discovered  it  to  belong 
to  some  strange  vessell  as  soon  as  they  came  onboard  the 
boat  was  ordered  to  assist  our  in  towing  we  lernt  that  there 
were  two  Snows  laying  in  a  cove  on  the  west  side  the  sound 
at  the  village  where  Capt  Cook  visated  and  mett  with  so 
friendly  a  reseption.  thither  these  Gentlemen  offered  to 
conduct  us  and  Captain  Gray  complied  with  there  obliging 
request,  it  was  the  commanders  of  the  two  vessels  and  the 
chief  officer  of  the  smallest  that  were  now  onboard  they 
breakfasted  with  us  and  about  9AM  there  sprung  up  a  light 
Sea  breze  that  caried  us  into  the  cove  by  *4  past  11  and  we 
anchored  with  the  small  bower  in  5  fm  Water  over  a  Bot¬ 
tom  of  sand  and  moared  with  the  kedge  to  the  westward  we 
found  riding  here  the  Felles  Adventurer,  John  Mears  and 
the  Efagenia  Nubiana,  Wm  Duglas  Commanders,  fitted  from 
Macao  in  China  and  under  Portugees  Coulers  both  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  same  merchents  one  vessell  had  made  the  Coast 
to  the  Northward  and  the  other  to  the  Southward  and  mett 
at  this  plaic  having  betwixt  them  col¬ 
lected  a  very  valuable  cargo  of  Furs  1788  Septem. 
Captain  Mears  arriving  here  some  Tuesday  16 
time  before  Captain  Douglas  landed 
his  second  officer  Mr.  Funter  and  a  party  of  artifisers  who 
first  bult  a  tolerable  strong  garison  or  place  of  Defence  and 
then  went  to  work  building  a  small  schuner  about  30  Tuns 
while  Captain  Mears  cruzed  the  Coast  collecting  skins  we 
found  this  vessell  nearly  compleet  and  they  purposed  to 
launch  her  in  a  fue  days. 

We  found  the  natives  had  quitted  there  village  and  re¬ 
moved  far  up  the  sound  the  Commanders  of  all  three  of 
the  vessells  and  the  Chief  mate  of  Cap’t  Mears  Mr.  Duffin 
Dined  with  us  in  the  course  of  conversation  we  lernt  that 
Captain  Mears  would  depart  for  Macao  in  two  or  three  Days 
leaving  Capt  Douglas  to  compleet  rigging  &c  for  the  Schuner 
then  hee  allso  would  leave  the  Coast  to  winter  at  the  Sand¬ 
wich  Islands.  All  the  time  these  Gentlemen  were  onboard 
they  fully  employed  themselves  falsicating  and  rehursing 
vague  and  improvable  tales  relative  to  the  coast  of  the  vast 
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danger  attending  its  navigation  of  the  Monsterous  Savage 
disposition  of  its  inhabitants  adding  it  would  be  madness  in 
us  so  week  as  we  were  to  stay  a  winter  among  them  Cap’t 
Mears  protested  both  vessells  ever  since  they  had  been  on 
the  coast  had  not  collected  fifty  skins ;  on  our  smiling  (for 
we  had  been  differently  informed)  he  said  it  was  a  fact  upon 
his  sacred  word  and  honour,  so  intent  was  this  Gentleman  on 
deceiving  us  that  he  hesitated  not  to  forfeit  his  word  and 
Honour  to  what  we  were  convinced  was  an  notorious  fal¬ 
sity.  The  fact  was  they  wished  to  frighten  us  off  the  Coast 
that  they  alone  might  menopolise  the  trade  but  the  debth  of 
there  design  could  be  easily  fathemed.  They  very  polightly 
offered  to  aford  us  every  assistance 
that  lay  in  there  power.  1788  Sept. 

Disapointed  at  not  finding  the  Col-  17TH  Wed’sd’y 
umbia  in  the  sound  and  at  our  geting 
no  intercorse  with  the  Natives  not  even  to  obtain  the  sup¬ 
plies  of  Fish  and  vegetables  that  were  nesecery  for  the  ves¬ 
sells  youse,  Captain  Gray  in  the  longboat  maned  and  armed 
went  over  to  the  other  side  of  the  sound  in  surch  of  some 
of  there  villages  and  by  conversing  with  the  inhabitants  con¬ 
vince  them  of  the  friendly  intention  of  our  visate  to  the 
sound  but  they  saw  not  one  of  the  natives  all  hands  were 
employed  onb’d  prepairing  to  haul  on  the  ways  to  the  grave. 

Friday  the  19th  we  hauled  onshore  and  payed  her  bot¬ 
tom  Captain  Mears  polightly  alowed  his  blacksmith  to  repair 
our  rudder  Irons  which  had  been  damaged  on  Murderers 
harbour  bar.  this  day  they  launched  there  schooner  and 
named  her  the  North  West  America  on  this  occasion  the 
ships  saluted  and  the  Day  among  the  English  was  spent  in 
festivity  and  mirth  the  20th  at  high  water  hove  off  and 
moared  ship,  all  hands  were  kept  constantly  emp’d  pre- 
pariting*  for  sea  cutting  wood  and  filling  water. 

An  intimacy  on  a  very  friendly  footing  subsisted  be¬ 
tween  the  English  gentlemen  and  ourselves  and  Captain 
Mears  offered  to  be  the  bearer  of  aney  letters  he  wished  to 
communicate  to  China  this  offer  Capt  Gray  accepted  and 
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giving  him  a  packet  on  the  22  assisted  in  tow¬ 
ing  her  out  of  the  harbour,  wishing  him  a  good  Monday 
voyage  returned  before  Captain  Douglas  but  22nd 
how  great  was  his  surprise  when  Capt.  Doug¬ 
las  returned,  at  finding  his  letters  inclosed  in  a  note  from 
Captain  Mears  apologiseing  for  not  returning  them  saying 
he  was  not  certain  to  what  part  of  India  he  should  go  there¬ 
fore  could  not  insure  a  safe  Delivery  of  them.  This  scheem 
was  well  consurted  he  was  fearfull  that  through  the  letters 
to  our  connections  some  information  would  be  communicat¬ 
ed  relative  to  ye  trade  on  the  Coast  that  would  be  disadvan¬ 
tage  to  the  interest  of  his  company,  he  knew  had  he  re¬ 
fused  to  carey  our  letters  we  would  have  prevailed  on  some 
of  his  officers  or  people  to  convey  them  for  us  therefore  (for 
I  take  him  to  be  a  man  of  Deep  penetration)  he  seemed 
obleaging  on  that  score  that  he  might  make  sure  of  no  let¬ 
ters  going  by  aney  other  conveyance,  this  ungentlemanlike 
maner  of  behaviour  gave  us  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Mears.  this  gentleman  is  a  Lieutenant  in  the  British 
Navy  had  been  several  years  in  India  and  about  three  years 
ago  he  was  fitted  by  a  company  of  Gentlemen  at  Bengal  in 
the  Snow  he  is  now  in  and  a  small  schuner  for  this  coast  he 
met  with  maney  diffi  [c]  utys  his  small  vessell  was  cast  away 
on  the  Alaskion  Islands  and  in  his  snow  he  wintered  at 
Prince  Williams  Sound,  where  by  the  riger  of  the  climate 
and  the  scurvey  he  losst  allmost  all  his  seamen  and  Officers 
he  left  the  coast  without  exploring  aney  great  extent  of  it 
and  tuched  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  from  whence  he  took  a 
young  Chief  of  rank  and  went  to  Macao.  Tiana  the  young 
Chief  accompaneyed  him  to  the  Northwest  coast,  and  from 
hear  he  is  to  be  caried  to  his  native  Islands  by  Captain  Doug¬ 
las.  these  vessells  were  very  indifferently  fitted  for  provi¬ 
sion  and  cordage  tho’  they  had  plenty  of  the  princaple 
articles  for  trade  (copper  and  iron)  all  the  provisions  Capt 
Mears  could  spare  reserving  only  a  scant  proportion  to  last 
him  to  China  united  to  that  Cap  Douglas  had  before  was 
bearly  enough  to  preserve  existence  till  they  could  reach  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  and  but  for  the  provisions  we  supplied 
them  with  they  would  have  had  maney  a  scanty  meel. 


Haswell’s  Log  of  Sloop  Washington  27 

Our  people  were  employed  constantly  in  the  nesecery 
Duties  of  prepairing  for  sea  our  water  filled  and  wood  cut 
the  hold  and  rigging  overhauled,  some  of  our  Gentlemen 
were  onshore  and  saw  a  sail  in  the  offin  which  by  our  glasses 
we  soon  knew  to  be  the  Columbia  I  concluded  at  first  sight 
her  people  were  in  an  advanced  state  of  scurvy  for  tho  very 
moderate  and  pleasant  her  topsails  were  reefed  and  her 
topg’t  mast  down  on  deack.  Captain  Gray  in  the  long  boat 
immediately  went  out  to  render  them  all  the  assistance  that 
lay  in  our  power,  and  about  5  oclock  in  the  afternoon  she 
anchored  within  forty  yards  of  us. 

They  had  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  loose  two  of  there 
people  with  the  scurvey  and  most  of  the  rest  of  the  Crew 
were  in  an  advanced  state  of  that  malignant  Distemper, 
after  we  parted  with  the  ship  off  Cape  Horn  they  encount¬ 
ered  maney  very  heavy  gales  of  wind  they  tuched  at  Masa- 
fuero  But  finding  it  would  be  attended  with  great  difficulty 
to  wood  and  water  they  immediately  went  to  Juan  Feman- 
dies  and  arrived  about  the  29th  of  May.  when  we  in  the 
sloop  were  in  12°  North  Lat’d  near  46  Degrees  of  Latitude 
to  the  Northward  of  them.  They  met  with  a  very  polight 
reseption  from  the  Governor  of  the  Island  and  were  plen- 
teously  suplied  with  all  things  that  were  nesecery  and  de¬ 
parted  after  a  stay  of  about  seventeen  days. 

As  Captain  Kendrick  had  now  arrived 
everything  must  of  course  wate  for  his  orders  Wednesday 
and  as  frequently  as  he  was  ask’d  what  he  24th 
would  have  Done  to  forward  the  expedition, 
he  as  frequently  said  we  can  do  nothing  till  these  English¬ 
men  have  left  the  place. 

Accordingly  Captain  Kendrick  set  his  Carpenters  caulk¬ 
ers  Blacksmith  &c  at  work  to  fasilatate  there  Departure  sup- 
lying  them  with  provision  naval  stores!  &c  while  they  mon¬ 
opolized  all  the  skins  nor  could  we  get  intercourse  with  one 
of  the  Natives  even  for  the  purchase  of  fish  or  deer. 


